
Conservation Beyond Borders
An experiential field expedition in the Balkans exploring 
the prospects of “International Peace Parks.” 

EXPEDITION 1 

June 7-26, 2010
EXPEDITION 2 
August 2-21, 2010

To sign up, visit:  
http://peaceparkexpeditions.com/signup

COURSE SECTION 1
Peace Parks: Definition, Objectives, Historical Evolution of the Concept

Day 1 Arrive in Albania’s capital of Tirana and travel to Shkodra.

Day 2 Shkodra University lectures, orientation and meet with Albanian students.

COURSE SECTION 2
Traditional Village Life, Cross Cultural Homestays

Day 3 Travel to the remote mountain village of Thethi. Explore an iron-age archeological site, swim 

in the tallest waterfall in northern Albania, and learn about forestry management strategy.

Day 4 Devour a feast of local organic veggies and spit roasted lamb with the villagers of Thethi, 

engage with Balkans Peace Park Summer Program volunteers and students; and learn  

about biodiversity surveys of this ecosystem.

Day 5 Ascend to Qaf Pejas, atop stunning views of Shala Valley, while learning about the flora 

and fauna of the region, camp in shepherds’ summer pasture, and share a rustic meal.

COURSE SECTION 3
Political History of the Balkans Region and Evolution of the Proposed Balkans Peace Park

Day 6 Trek to remote high alpine lakes of Buni Jezerca for a stunning outdoor classroom.

Day 7 Rest day by the Lakes for field lectures, and to complete course readings.

COURSE SECTION 4
Peace Parks: A Tool for International Diplomacy, Conservation & Sustainable Development 

Day 8 Cross the border on an ancient trade route into Montenegro toward the village of Vuthaj, 

for a swim in the Blue Eye, and a homestay experience. 

Day 9 Visit to a local farm and bee keeper to observe the balance between conservation and 

sustainable development.

Day 10 Trek to Plav to meet the mayor and learn the role which the Balkans Peace Park plays in 

international diplomacy.

COURSE SECTION 5
Peace Park Management Challenges and Best Practices

Day 11 Lectures in Plav on differences in Water Resource Management and Forestry Practices 

between Albania, Kosovo, and Montenegro, in the proposed Balkans Peace Park.

Day 12 Visit the HRID Eco-Village north of Plav and explore its conscious design principals.

Day 13 Hike into Kosovo, crossing the border at Qaf Bogichevica, while picking wild berries before 

a night in a rustic mountain cabin.

COURSE SECTION 6
Taking the Next Step: Linking Theory, Policy and Practice

Day 14 Trek Onward, into Rugova Valley exploring the ERA Waterfall Trail Conservation Project, 

and the large scale infrastructure development funded by international sources.

Day 15 Guest lectures, meetings with local partner organizations, and traditional fresh baked 

Byrek in Peja, Kosovo.

Day 16 Spend a day on the cliffs rock climbing near the Peja Monastery in Rugova Valley with 

Kosovar youth from our local partner Marimangut, lessons included.

COURSE SECTION 7
Individual Student Consultations and Time to work on Final Group Project

Day 17 Hike to Tri-border peak, where all three countries converge crossing the border back into 

Albania for a final night under the stars at a shepherds’ stani.

Day 18 Reflect on your journey as we ferry down Lake Komani gorge and return to Shkodra.

Day 19 Visit University of Shkodra and complete final group project work. 

Day 20 Final group presentations, and traditional celebration dinner.

Day 21 Return home to share your adventure and complete your final paper.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION

OVERVIEW
This course will provide students with a unique learning opportunity, a cross-cultural 
experience, an introduction to the “field”, and all the dynamics involved in creating 
and managing an International Peace Park.  Designed for advanced undergraduates 
and graduate students interested in topics including, but not limited to, environmental 
studies, community and international development, natural resource management and 
peace and conflict studies.

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
1.  Understand International Peace Parks - how they are created, managed and utilized as a 
tool of international diplomacy, conservation, and cross border collaboration. 
2.  Observe a cross-discipline field - who are the actors? How do they relate? 
3.  Explore relationships between eco-tourism, international development and conservation. 
4.  Experience the cultures of Albania, Kosovo and Montenegro - through homestays, 
trekking on ancient trade footpaths, learning with local students, and enjoying unique 
traditions in meals, music and sport.

 
COURSE FORMAT - PEDAGOGY
Course readings and lectures provide the academic base, guest lectures from subject 
matter experts working in the field create the bridge, and first hand experience trekking 
through the proposed Balkans Peace Park, crossing the borders, and living among 
the local people brings that theory into reality and allows students to experience it for 
themselves.

Readings - Pre-expedition readings to be completed before you step on the airplane.  
Required readings to be completed prior to each class discussion. Each student will present 
one reading to the entire team and facilitate that group discussion. 

Course Lectures - in the field, during and at the end of a day of travel or trekking.

Guest Lectures - at different destinations throughout the Peace Park from experts working 
for government ministries, international development agencies, as well as local and 
international NGO’s.

Interviews - using the Flip HD Video recorder, students will interview Guest Lecturers, 
Homestay Families, Local Students, etc.

Teachable Moments - Instructors will identify these learning opportunities and take 
advantage of them with brief explanations and Q&A.

Experiential Learning - facilitated reflective discussions that elicit learning and 
understanding from student experiences in another culture.

Collaborative Group Project - use Flip HD Video recorders, digital photographs, interviews 
you conducted and information you learned, to work with your group to create multi-media 
content for integration on the IPPE website, Facebook group, and other new media forums 
which presents and explains an aspect of International Peace Park theory and portrays your 
observations of the reality on the ground in the proposed Balkans Peace Park.

Daily Journal Entries - individual analysis and reflection on topics including: pre-expedition 
impressions, reflections on guest lectures, eco-tourism assessments, in the field observable 
examples of concepts discussed in the readings, answering the “Question of the Day” posed 
by Instructors, and a post-expedition summary of the experience and lessons learned. 

Final Analytical Paper - topic approved by course instructors, to be submitted no later than 
2 weeks after the expedition.  This 3-5 page paper for undergraduates and 8-10 page paper 
for graduate students will utilize details from the course readings, lectures, guest lectures 
and interviews as well as additional research, to analyze a key aspect of the creation, 
management, promotion of International Peace Parks, and how you observed the proposed 
Balkans Peace Park is meeting or falling short of those ideals.

FACULTY DIRECTOR

Professor Saleem Ali Ph.D.
Associate Professor, University of 
Vermont, Rubenstein School of 
Environment & Natural Resources
saleem.ali@uvm.edu

LEAD EXPEDITION GUIDE

Todd Walters, M.A.
International Peace & Conflict 
Resolution, American University, 
School of International Service.
Founder, Lead Expedition Guide, 
International Peace Park Expeditions
todd@peaceparkexpeditions.com
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